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and treachery maintain themselves, even after a restoration.
This again is pure surmise. A youth, by all accounts of
singular beauty and address, with qualities of force and
fire which were already noticeable, was growing to man-
hood* The grim years at Ashe House had made their mark
upon his fibre. The joyous transformation which the
return of the King had effected in the family fortunes, the
events and spectacle of the Restoration, the Irish squalor,
must all have been observed by an intelligence certainly dis-
cerning and perhaps already profound. Still, we do not think
that external events played after childhood a dominating part
in the development of his character. The personality unfolds
with remorseless assurance, sometimes in harmony with, but
as often in opposition to its environment.
Throughout 1663 Winston Churchill and his fellow-com-
missioners remained in Ireland. Their task was a difficult
one. On March 25 they wrote to Whitehall affirming that
Since our coming into this Kingdom, we have found so many
unexpected discouragements, from those whose security and
settlement was and is a powerful part of our care, that we confess
we were much dejected. . . . But we have now received new
life from his sacred Majesty's most gracious letters to us, by which
we understand that neither our sufferings, nor our innocence,
were hid from, or unconsidered by his Majesty.1
Nevertheless, in December Churchill begged Arlington for
leave to return home for just two months,2 so desirous was
he of a rest from his labours. A month later his wish was
gratified, for the King summoned him back to England on
January 10,1664* and twelve days later rewarded his services
with a knighthood.4 If Winston brought his eldest son with
him from Dublin on this occasion, as there is every reason
to suppose, it must have been at this date that John Churchill
became one of the 153 scholars of St Paul's School His
father bought a house somewhere in the City, where the
1 S.P., 63/313, f, 78, partly printed in C.S.P. (Ireland), 1663-65, p. 49.
*  S.P,, 63/315, f. 42,    Cf, C.S.P. (Ireland), 1666-69, p. 281.
s H.M.C., iv, 247. This is wrongly calendared as January 10, 1662/3, instead of
1663/4, a mistake which confused Lord Wolseley.
*  W. A, Shaw, The Knights of England, ii, 239.
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